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I. 0 4 dittinguiſting characteriſtic of the 
Golp |, that it gives clear; and cdbaſſſtent views ef 
th perf ctions, an government of | ; het | re- 
ſyſtem of doctrines ' intam tably ſub Wl 
ay, pure, and with infinite wi 77A adapted By 
the circumſtanees of man: that, it enjojns dieſe 
" fectly reaſonable ;' as they refult, not ſolely 7 Py 
ſovereign will of. the 8 5 but neceſſarily.o 115 
inate in the infinite e d 5g of his nature, an 
articular ſtanding of man, as a rational, dependent, 
ſocjal being; and tend to. exalt his nature; to ren- 
der him uſeful, and happy; as an individual, a mem- 
ber of a particular ſociety, a citizen of the world, and 
a probationer for immortality. 


| Among many of thoſe excellent, and intereſting 
doctrines of chriſtianity, that, in our text is one, of 
eminent rank: and that is, the importance of chriſt- 
ian charity, or benevolence. A 


This, the Apoſtle conſiders ſo eſſential a part of 
the chriſtian temper, that without it, no man at 
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man who — 8 T 7 with the afflict- 
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evalence. 


The frequengy, and plquenc e by which 
a generous ch and tender ympathy are incul- 
cated in the Goſpel, evince the importance n 
Shriſtian virtues, and ſuppgſe au occaſion for 
en exerciſe 5 tha oe temper, 61, 
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We have high and low, rich and paor, bond and 
free. This always has been, and eder Will be the fla fe 
of the world in degree, to the conclufion of time. 
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The effect being uniform, and univerſal, 2 — 
the unalterable eſtabliſhment e of heaven. MM ry 
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ſtrates a permanent cauſe ; which can be no'leſs en | 
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is e concurring influence of natural cauſes ; ſome 
'of which: bperate in a-meaſare, fuborttinatety1ohu- 


man controul: Vet, in general terms, reuſun and | 


Yevelation teach us to adore, the ſovereign » n 
dence of God, as the ſupreme 2 caufe. - | 


This confideration urges approbation of 
the preſent adj — 1 renders profound 


ſibmiſfion indiſpenfible; en way to the ex 
ertiſe of thoſe Beer compa on rien 


Texr, as eſſential th the chriſtian chatacter. 


The principal intention of my diſcourſe will "Fa 


In "the Heft lade bre particulafl ro illükrate 
. jt Agency of Providence, in the diverfe circuit 
{t4tices öf Tn, and to point out the wiſd6in d 
ſuch an eſtabliſhment. 


* then 5505 zan we Hatute, pbint out tlie ob- 
— and it ce bf that charity, and com- 
ki Mot, "icky Wed in bur text. 


This ſacred paſſage ſuppoſes, that 8 of com- 
J, 


7 ſion will be'contiquall reſenting to view, ww this 
Changing world. 'Whoſo . 8 Nha [have 
nee. 4 Aud faid' our Lord, 1. F c : dire 

"always | wit you.” ie ge u 

not of omhiſcience'therely ; but, of a Juſt view of 1 
eſtabliſhments of nature, "Ind an EX perithental ac 
quaintänce with hutttah viciſſitdes. | 


In ' theſe unfailing fources our” Lofd (Bree, e 
poverty and pain, wretcheædneſs and * Aue uni- 
b formly originate. 
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It is a doctrine of revelation, that the diverſe cir- 
1 — * men are ordered by ** 


Na. ity of ſucceſs, are ſurpriſingly efficacious. 
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days Solomon — “ The dick and the poor meet £65 
gether. the Lord is tb maker ace 12; TE: 
mAh ; 5105216909010; ere intens 
th 4.1. the agency of Provident hows 
ever in the production of any event, we thould re- 
mamber, that 5 80 is ones: Were influence of 
: ſecond cauſes. | Or. J3'to 25050 
In a common n health. 
Induſtry aud axconomy ure riches, ; and the con- 
traryvices, are attended with poverty and wretcht- | 
edneG;: This is the eſtabliſhment of heaven. But 
ſtill, theſe. cauſes do not * produce their 
ſeveral 2275 | 


Sehe nes 8 with 1 01 e 
with diligence, are not always crowned, with ſucceſs. 
Providence 8 deſigns, and 0 our. Aa 
prôſpects. 1 


On the contrary, "EY PI ch he wy 
oſſible d egree of policy, and purſued with a careleſs 
Biference, which forbids the moſt diſtant probabil- 


Thus, riches arc ſometimes at WIC * cauſes 
apparently arg), to the effect; and poverty Tuc- 
ce the moſt wiſely concerted. meaſures for. avoid- 
ance. In inſtances. thus eſpecially remarkable the 
7 of Providence is peculiarly ſtriking. They 
5 5 verify that memorable aſſertion of Solo- 
on's, u The race is not to the ſwift, nor the battle 
8 the ſtrong, nor yet favour to men of ſkill;“ but 
ſuch circumſtances attend them, as an infinirely wiſe 
Providence pleaſes to appoint, 


It is ſometimes the caſe, that a man of t temperance , 
ſuffers the painful effects of a ſickly habit, and cloſes 
the ſcene by an untimely death; while the licen- 
Lious | epicure takes his TO and retains a ne of 
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— = crock whoſe hand. God brings hat phos 
8 andy, „Who knoweth not, that the — 


God is in all 2 % Reaſon aſſents, that 
Fa is e ANY. Rd lch Tach trouls ſecond 
cauſes with Tere wiſdom. a 


Ab all the miſery ſuffered iri this world of 
W may be confidered as the effect of human folly; 
a ſecondary view z''yet; we are pointed to Provis 
dence, a | the wiſely controuling cauſe. 
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1 und power ace. in perfectly unalls 
w elle a compleat equality in the circumſtances; 
and means of enjoyment, in reſpect to the moral 
world; as they are bee to a plane. 
The unalterable laus of nature ſor the atteinpe. 


The widely different circumſtances ofn men, as well 

ar arr diverſe local fituat irons: eyince, that the 2 
and the poor, the comfortable liver; and the yo 

indigent, are ſcattered — ſociety, by a — 


Providence. | 


Such /t is n jot of n EL 
gabte - induſtry, and rigid | e-xconomy;/ can promiſe 
nothing higher, than a bare ſubſiſtence ; even if Pro- 
vidence ſhould ſecure them from uncommon diſaſters. 


N N trifling difaſter, immediately throws. 
them upon e charity of ſociety. b oe] 


In reſpect to others, whatever tay be their local 
ſituation, although they are ſtationed in a place, where 
a luxuriant ſoil, and advantageous. commerce, render. 
In affluent living of the eafieſt attainment poſhble ; 
for want of a capacity to improve, or {0 * ac en- 
Joy the bounties of nature, they pine, wor even yy 
in the midſt of plenty. f 
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There are bodies celeſtial, and bodies terreſtrial. 
Of each of thoſe ſpecies of ;bbdies7 there in um al- 
maſt infinite variety. One exxels another in point 
N of luſtre, and importance. „e che Apoſtle. * 
ſtar differeth from another ſtar in 
one glory of the fun; uni ris: moon z 

and another glory of the ſtars.” 
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We behold afun, and a glow worm; a od veces y 
Arſe magnitude, and = fleeting meteor ; en 

a pebble. . ie 51 
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To view Gohanifly contrived variety, ſuch re- 

2 r ſtriking contraſts in the natu- 

is peculiarly — * to a comemplative 

mind, and exalted views of. * W f 
wiſdom of the adorable Creator . 


- Afimilar a , as inpelperts] certain pur- 
poſes, may be deemed a diſplay of wiſdom in cht 
moral 2 Different capacities, diverſe logal 
fituations, vati ious degrees of .ptoyerey and power 
reaſon and experience nee re to N. _ 
and happineſs of the univerſal whoſe: wn 5 


Various ranks of intelligencies n cited 
world, where there is RO PE — 


of the wiſdom, and 2 of: the Creator; and 
Ruler of all, ; wy 
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"the Apohle uſes * of the WES „love, — — 


6 or benevolence, but . compaſſion ; this is the lame 


virtue, under a different form, ſuited to che Wen 
lar caſe which calls forth i Its neg (__— We 


- entice charity, candout,” : forgi giving te 
and ſympathetic compaſſion, are all compriſe ed in the 
term. love 1 and are nothing more, Than a one 
comprehenſive principle;appearing in different fo 
and adjuſted to different circumſtances periods, and | 
things, 1% 9 14141 

Love, when denoting general good will, is ond 
benevolence. When it involves delight in any par- 
ticular Hope. and a deſite for connection with it, on 
account of its apparent W or Ba excellent, 
it is s COmplacence.” ID 
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in my nn iſebvife, 1 n enter m fer 
for this particular ow; ne as 'difplayitig i 
in miſery ; 5 


| charity, or compaſſion, may be conſidered in twe 
different points of view ; either as a natural indie 
tive principle, or as 3 chriſtian e. 


By inſtinct is here intended, in propetelion; th me 
creature, to certain actions adapted to his nature 
without a ſenſe of duty upon his mind, or regatg.to 


the honor and authority of God. This ine 5 


principle of charity, or end, however deficient 

' as to motive, or end, when viewed in the — of 

chriſtianity, has its uſe, and is of fingular i 

ance in ſociety. W it. man would ceaſe tgbe 
a ſocial being. 
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- The great Author of nature tne interwoven td 


principle i in the human conſtitution, for wiſe reaſons, 
and will overrule-it to purpoſes of preſent impor= 


tance ; although, he will not finally crown it 1 | 


immortality. 


Of a much higher nature, and more noble com- 
exion, is that benevolent compaſſion urged in up 
b by an Apoſtle divinely inſpired. | 


W- © 


In 


in a 2 feeli 
fhal allow myfelf the "Brigkde FRE Preſcribed abvye. be q 
It is of importance, carefully i obſerve—rhar; have; 


. 


rn 3 > 


 +.MF,, ©; - 


Os 


eee ue 45 n 730 r 29 lt 2 
The Apoſtle, with a freedom, and ee CY 

ingan-cmbafſadar of Chriſt. declares the maſt pomy 
ſervices performed upon any principle,jnferigr 

5 the above, or, the moſt Na and expenſive ob- 
en to e defi e of the *effenrial nature of 
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Though? Friſe thy goods de feed 5 poor, and 
give ne 1 burned, ang have not charity, I 
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By charity; here! "_ fiten@T'erngelta love; as 
Appen from the fol] Now abideth 
faith, hope, charity; theſe three” 
theſe is chariry,” True love ig the grace which bears 
this diſtinguiſhing rank ; becauſe, it renders the ſub- 
ject more like God; and will be a predominant prin- 
ciple in the heavenly world, to ah interminable eter- 


nity; While, faith anc} kipe, are Talloyed.ups in 


viſion and Enjoyment. 


This charity j is to be exerciſed. 1 towards 
the children of God; who, in the Goſpel are ſtiled 


brethren. The Goſpel in our text ſpeaks of with- 


holding charitable aſſiſtance from a brother, in pare 
ticular, as an evidence of the abſence of a chriſtian 
temper 7 5 P aul 
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have a right to a 2 107 25 Alte e 
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nan: objects o in wo. ch regal x 10 ben "Of 
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own improvement; each member can beſt know = 
wants of his own. body, ſupply, th t 1 
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them, or e 206g The wants oft 
whole cannot fall under particular obſeryation ; nei- 
ther can- there be a mutyal mover; een ſo ex- 
eve a Pax. . 1 Wor 
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Particular focietlerthytrefore; for che  purpoſtyol 
culdvating the ſocial affections, diffufi wledge, 
and promoting the happineſs of 2 Act few, are 


founded in reaſon, expedience, and even — 
At the ſame time, a love of benevolence is due to be- 
ing in general. Let us do good unto all men,“ is 
an injunction of chriſtianity. Equally extenlive" is 
That compaſſion urged 1 in our tene 605 os 
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its obligatiom and tows 3 mano _ 1 dene 
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To exercise this 3 n 080 
near a reſtimblance of God; as humanity will admit 
God is love and he that dwelleth i love dwelleth 
in God, and God in bim.“ SHO te 11 ir 


2 * this moſt ſorcible argument, chriſtian charity 
by our bleſſed Lord; upon his dear diftipless 

a} y unto you; love _ CO Lamar groom 
t. curſe you; that ye may be the children of your 
Father who is in heaven; for he maketh his ſun to 
riſe, on the evil, and on the good.” 


Thus Wa xtnciling 4 e AE to- 
wards the unworthy, and a love of complacence 1o'thie 


poſt amiable, we imitate God, and give the brighteſt 
ble diſplay of an heavenly temper. In this yiew, 


chriſans are exhorted to r Far their Father 
in Rover: is perfect, _—_ * 
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Similar to this, is «Top reply made by our h 
Lord, to the cavilling Phariſees—* Go ye, and lea 
What that meaneth; will have mercy, and — 
crifice.” And the apoſtle Peter Ne xg 
to love as On 
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ſian converts, with the moſt perſuaſive eloquence: 
Put on therefore, as the elect of God holy, and Be- 
loved; bowels of mereies, kindneſs; humbleneſs of 
mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering, AA pe AN 
one; and forgiving one 2 acht 


Of ſo eminent 4 fank is this virtue in our text, 
that it is conſidered as eſſential to the: chriſtian cha- 
racter. The man who is deſtitute of bowels of com- 
paſſion for the diſtreſſed, W vals, En an 
enemy to God. 


Equally important, ind indifpenſible, Ges this 
virtue appear, from that relation, and mutual depen- 
dence ſubſiſting, between the numerous members: of 


the great family of man. {7 
If we confine our views to chriſtian, they are of 
the fame nature, in a ſpiritual view, born fgom above | 

begotten 
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numerdus members of the human race, calls for 
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have the ſame nature. 0 - 5 
Ebay hath made of one blood, all fleſh to dweltzon 

the carth.” 15 love as brethren. 42550 x62, 
ſulting | from the, conſtitution of aur. od 9003-4 ith 


We may further ronfider—rhat” throughout the 
whole — * family, there i is a ſimilarity of paſſioris, 
of weakneſs and infirmity 5. hs ſame. real dangers, 
and itnaginary Ss he ; Ih lache Praia Selen and 
moral deprav it wh mY e ure 
mutual 1.6 an ritable ole 0 . — 
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